REGILDING THE CRESCENT
with the Salonika army, swearing that they
would put their own countrymen to the sword,
surrender or no surrender, if they offered the
least resistance to the champions of liberty. It
was, in fact, the declaration of Albania for the
popular cause that brought about the downfall
of the Albanian Vizier, Ferid. Early in 1908, it
was said, Ferid was prepared with an Albanian
rising at Ipek, with a view to supporting Austria l
against France and England, which were at that
time regarded as equally hostile to Vienna and
the Porte. At the eleventh hour, this was, for
political reasons, countermanded, and Ferid him-
self was dismissed. Another prominent Al-
banian, - who was conspicuous all through the
year 1909, was Ismail Kemal Bey, deputy for
Berat. Implicated in the April affair, he fled to
Athens, but was subsequently acquitted and
recalled. Yet another Albanian, who was un-
consciously the cause of the troubles at that
time, was Hassan Fehmi, a journalist, whose
murder was the first tragedy of the coup tf&at.
The recent dispute about the alphabet, to which
allusion has been made, indicates that we are
as far as ever from a rapprochement between
Mohammedan and Christian Albanians, and it
would indeed be a strange irony of fate if these
conflicting elements, successfully kept apart by
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